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verses revealed ami Mecca, especially the oldest of them,
all enjoin upon the Meccans belief in the resurrection, the
last day of judgment, and the final reward or punishment
of human acts in the world to come.

After thirteen years of effort in Mecca, the Prophet had
utterly failed and was forced to give up home and kin-
dred and work among the tribes of Medina. This rupture
of the Prophet with his native city and kinsmen and his pact
at 'Aqabah with outsiders, under the existing Arabian so-
cial conditions, had political as well as religious significance.
Probably it was the identification of the movement with
political motives that was the most potent factor in bringing
about the phenomenal success of Islam in Medina during the
last ten years of Mohammed's life.

The Mohammedans call the flight of Mohammed from
Mecca to Medina Hijrah (literally, flight) and have fittingly
chosen it as the beginning of their era. The Hijrah ends
the first unsuccessful period of Islam in Mecca and ushers
in the Medanian period during which it may be said that
Islam knew nothing but success. In this second period,
Islam was no longer the purely religious and passive little
group which it was in Mecca, but a vigorous religious and
political organization which could defend itself and was
eager to expand What is more natural, therefore, than
that this great change in the material conditions of Islam and
the success, which it began to enjoy in Medina, should react
upon the very nature of the movement and be reflected in the
verses revealed during this second period ? There could not
be a more eloquent witness of this transformation than the
following quotation from the Arab historian of Mohammed,
Ibn Hisham:l

Before the pact of allegiance at 'Aqabah, the Prophet was

1 Ibn Hisham, p. 313.